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Your prayers
Your financial help
Your help by starting:
• Codah computer Centre
• Codah Fashion Design
• Codah Gardening
• Home based Care
• Feeding programme
• Pregnancy Centre

YOU HELP US 
TO HELP

Dear Friends,
Warmest regards from South-Africa and the Netherlands!

We would like to inform you, through this newsletter, of the latest developments and 
results of ‘Children Of Destiny At Home’ (CODAH), but first of all we want to thank all of 
our supporters for their gifts and prayers for this project.
In this newsletter Wilson and Grace Goeda will report of the developments and activities 
in Hammarsdale Mpumalanga Township. Wilson is director and pastor in the church and 
Grace is director of the project

REPORT OF WILSON
When we look back, we remember how Simon and Anneke arrived in South-Africa four-
teen years ago. They were very enthusiastic people, believing that God had called them 
to serve in South-Africa. Everything that was familiar to them like their children, family, 
culture, comfort and language, they left behind. It became clear to us that for them this 
was the modern version of the Biblical story of Abraham.

Since their arrival, Grace and I worked together with Simon and Anneke and made an 
adventurous journey with them. We were the very first who saw how God used them to 
start this wonderful work. The work of ‘Children Of Destiny At Home’.

You must believe me when I say that for us it was a great privilege to know a Dutch 
couple with such a great love, unselfishness and compassion for the poorest of the poor.
We thank you ‘Uncle’ Simon, (this is how we call someone we deeply respect in South-
Africa) and Anneke, for the gigantic work that you started in Hammarsdale Mpumalanga 
Township. It is simply wonderful that their 100% devotion has been crowned with so 
many results and had so much impact on many lives in the Township.

We never imagined, when we welcomed Simon and Anneke in South-Africa fourteen 
years ago, that, one day, we would take over the work that they pioneered. Thank you 
so much, Simon and Anneke that you entrusted us with this great project of ‘Children Of 
Destiny At Home’.

It is just as the apostle Paul writes: “Some plough, some sow and some reap”. We, as a 
couple, feel very privileged to be a part of this wonderful work. Thanks to the many suc-
cesses and despite many disappointments, they persevered to carry out the challenges 
till the end.

At this moment, we would like to refresh your memory and pay attention to some of the 
projects Simon and Anneke began and now entrusted to us:

1. Simon and Anneke started a “Spiritual Home”, the church, with 3 people.
 Now 500 people attend our services on Friday mornings.
2. Now, through their initiative, every month 2500 poor, vulnerable families get food.
3. God’s love is shown through the ‘Home Based Care Programme’, which is every day 
 and weekend home care for HIV/Aids-patients and TBC-patients.
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4. They founded ‘Codah Design’ and ‘Codah Gardening’ so that people could
 be trained to get a job.
5. Also, thanks to them, many courses are given to obtain jobs and this will 
 prevent poverty and crime.

REPORTS OF GRACE

CODAH HOUSE OF PRAYER
Every Friday morning CODAH has an evangelization service, called ‘the House 
of Prayer’. From 3 people in a small house, we have grown to an attendance of 
500 people. They attend the service faithfully every Friday. The people in the 
township strongly believe in a spiritual world and need a lot of education to 
come to a Biblical vision. There is still a lot of witchcraft and ancestor worship. 
Fortunately, Wilson is a truly motivating speaker. He has given several series 
on various subjects, like a six weeks’ series about forgiveness. At the end of 
the series, everybody was asked to write down who and what they wanted to 
forgive.
There were many testimonies of people who wanted to leave their problems 
and sorrows at the cross. Especially, the hurt they had experienced of other 
people.
At the moment we give a series about the subject of: ‘how can I grow spiritu-
ally’ and ‘how can I build my spiritual house’ and ‘what stones do we need to 
build our spiritual house?’ We hope and pray that these series will produce 
spiritual fruit, but we realize that this is a slow process and that we need 
patience.
Our next subject will be: ‘Gratitude’. We will have a thanksgiving service 
on December 1st and have asked the people to bring something for which 
they are grateful to God. After the service we will have a meal together and 
express our gratitude to God.

CODAH COMMUNITY COM-
PUTER CENTRE
We are very enthusiastic about our new baby: ‘Codah Community Computer 
Training Centre’. This year we were blessed in receiving funds of a Dutch 
sponsor to buy computers so that we could give computer training lessons. 
The first time 35 adults and 55 students were present. It was great to see their 
enthusiasm and the smiles on their faces! For many of them it was the first 
time that they touched a computer. We are indeed very happy to be able to 
offer this training to the community, especially to the children and youth to 
do their homework. The Codah Community Computer Training Centre has 
now become a place for extra education and widening their horizon.

CODAH FARMING GOD’S WAY: 
gardening project
In October there were 49 participants at the Dan Wiens’ Farming God’s Way 
Project and the garden team now has fifteen participants, who work in two 
gardens. We have four leaders who carry responsibility and who are coached 
by Dan Wiens. CODAH’s wish is that all the people make a vegetable garden 
for themselves near their house.

DIGNITY CENTRE
This is the pregnancy centre, a crisis centre that offers help to pregnant teen-
agers and unplanned pregnancies in very vulnerable women. We help these 
women to be able to keep their baby.
In schools we teach girls about sex, healthy relationships, rape, HIV/Aids and 
career planning.
We do the following:



- We have a pregnancy support group, every Wednesday. As most girls are only 16 years 
 old, we talk with them about what happens in their body and about the development 
 of their baby. In the mean time, four girls have delivered.
- In April 2017 we had the ‘Champions Teens Campaign’ and 25 girls attended.
- In November 2017 we had the ‘mother-and-daughter-breakfast’ and 50 mothers and 
 50 daughters were present. The mothers and daughters discussed difficult subjects at 
 the breakfast.

WOMEN’S DAY, AUGUST 9, 2017
In South-Africa, the 9th of August is ‘Women’s Day’ and each year CODAH also celebrates 
this day. This time 135 women attended and we had female speakers from the commu-
nity. It was great to see that the women could identify with these female speakers. One 
of the speakers told the women about her life’s journey. Despite the poverty she lived in, 
she studied, and now teaches young people in the community how to pick up their life 
and make a success of it.

SKILLS TRAINING
We were privileged to have Mrs Bawinile Shangase with us to give us skills training. Her 
motto is: ”Learn to let go of thoughts that do not allow your mind to move forward”. Her 
training is very good and every Wednesday twenty women came to learn spiritual and 
practical things from her. All women really enjoyed the training and obtained self-confi-
dence which was clearly visible every Wednesday. They learned to cook, bake, decorate, 
speak in public and how to make a Bible Study and much more!

CODAH FASHION DESIGN
In this project sewing courses are given by Hlengiwe, who is a certified teacher. Because 
of these courses many people got jobs in a number of textile factories in Hammarsdale. 
At the moment talks are going on with companies to secure jobs. The plan is that CODAH 
will train people and the companies provide jobs.

FOOD DISTRIBUTION
Every month, 2500 people come to collect food for their families. Supporters and com-
panies give us this food and we distribute it. In addition to this, we monthly support ten 
families with extra groceries. These are for seriously ill people who use medicines for HIV/
Aids and TBC. We also buy bread and distribute it.

HOME BASED CARE
We want to give extra help in houses of people who are alone and very ill. We especially 
support people who are on HIV/Aids and TBC-treatments. The Home Based Care Team 
helps these people every day, weekend inclusive. We go every morning to bath, cook, 
clean and give their treatment and go back in the afternoon to cook and give them the 
medication again. 

Some HOME BASED CARE reports:
Fisani Thabethe
This lady is 60 years old and lives together with her mother Nokuthula, 82 years. Since 
2009 Fisane has not been able to walk. We help both of them in the mornings and late 
afternoons. We bathe Fisani and give them food and their medicines for HIV/Aids. We do 
this because Fisani’s mother is old and doesn’t have the strength to help her daughter.

Mrs Gasa
This lady is 80 years old and lives alone. Mrs Gasa cannot walk or talk and we communi-
cate by writing. Sometimes Mrs Gasa does not want to write and wants to talk about her 
problems, but we cannot understand her. This is not a language problem, for all team 
members speak Zulu. Mrs Gasa then gets very angry and starts shouting at us. The good 
news now is that, when we talked to the social worker, she told us that we must find 
someone to live with Mrs Gasa. This person will be paid by the Government as Mrs Gasa is 
not able to live alone.
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Velaphi
Mr Velaphi is 29 years old and lives in a container. He now gets treatment for HIV/Aids and 
TBC. He refused to take medicines when, last year, he discovered that he was ill. CODAH 
helped him to start taking medicines and now he is doing well. However, the problem is 
that he has no income and no family. He completely depends on us and thus we give him 
vegetables, bread and other necessities. When we saw that he slept on the floor instead 
of in a bed, we were able to give him a bed with sheets and blankets.

REPORT FROM SIMON AND ANNEKE
Greetings from the town of Almelo, the Netherlands!
When we left South-Africa to return to the Netherlands, it took us some time to get used 
to the Dutch culture and cold again. It is the end of the year and we were very much 
used to having summer in South-Africa now with beautiful, warm days. Here in the town 
of Almelo, winter is just around the corner and temperatures are dropping. We found a 
house in this town, in which area Anneke’s family lives, and are busy making the house 
cosy and are taking care of some last chores.

Now, back here, we remember very good times in South-Africa, where we stayed for 
fourteen years. In South-Africa we left very dear friends, good colleagues, a church and a 
project. It still feels strange to be in the Netherlands, but we are still very much commit-
ted to CODAH, and we are pleased that everything is going fine.
When we left, we hoped that the church and the project would develop and grow, and 
our hope has come true. We are really very enthusiastic that everything is going so well at 
CODAH.
Wilson and Grace must grow into their new role and we must let go. We know that they 
will do everything in their own way, but we see very clearly that God has called them to 
lead the church and the project at this time. Of course, we will always be there for them 
when they have any questions. We are so very happy to see that things are going well. 
This makes it easier for us to distance ourselves a bit and we are proud of Wilson and 
Grace and the entire team!

Some friends still communicate with us every day and our contacts with the new leaders 
are excellent. We are convinced that with Wilson and Grace we found the right leaders 
for the church and the project and fortunately, nowadays, communication is easy with 
Skype, Email and WhatsApp. So we can remain in close contact, every day or when the 
need arises.

We would like you to know that members of the Rafael Zoetermeer and Rafael Gies-
senlanden congregations have helped us on a regular basis to renovate the house and, 
therefore, we experienced a very warm welcome from them, our relatives and our friends.

Finally, we would like to emphasize that we think that it will be very important to keep in 
touch with the Dutch supporters and partners. You can reach us per email: 
simon.anneke.taal@gmail.com or at Simon’s mobile phone: 0031 (0)6 365 192 88.

We are wishing you and your loved ones, a blessed Christmas and a healthy 2018!

passion for 
 the poor 
  in South Africa

The help we give consists of 

(among other things):

 A food and clothing-centre

 Education

 Computer training

 Life skill courses

 A church community

 Conversation groups for

     men, women and youth 

 Aids education

 Sexual information

 Pregnancy centre

 Home care for aids patients

 Transport to the clinic

 Vegetable gardens at the houses

 Soccer club

 Sewing ministry

Are you willing to participate in our 

passion for the poorest in South Africa?

South Africa and other countries:

FIRST NATIONAL BANK

318 Tara Road, Bluff, Durban

Branch Code            FNB - BLUFF – 250135

Swift Address          FIRNZAJJ

Account Number    62154810595

Account Name        Children Of Destiny 

                                     At Home

For the purpose of income Tax Exemption of

Section 18a of the income Tax Act 1962

Children Of Destiny At Home is able to give

The donor from South Africa an official receipt

Donors from America and Canada can give 

through YWAM of their country. 

Children Of Destiny At Home

P.O. Box 21265, 4036, Bluff, Durban RSA

Email: codah.hammarsdale@gmail.com

Phone numbers:

Wilson Goeda 0027 (0)620397843

Grace Goeda   0027 (0)742389848

Codah office    0027 (0)317711889


